
 
 

3033m | Mt Aspiring National Park | Otago | New Zealand 
Length: 5-7 Days  When: Oct – May  

Investment: $4750 NZD 
 

Overview 
 

THE HIGHEST MOUNTAIN IN MT ASPIRING NATIONAL PARK, THIS ICONIC PEAK IS 
SOMETIMES REFERRED TO AS THE MATTERHORN OF THE SOUTH 

 
Sample Itineraries: 

 
Mt Aspiring (3033m)  Fly in and walk out itinerary (5 days) $4750 Climbing via the Northwest 

Ridge (Grade NZ 2+) 
  
On the first day, meet at base, prepare 
equipment and discuss objectives and 
weather. Make final purchases before driving 
to the helicopter departure point. Fly to 
Bevan Col, rope up for glacier travel and 
walk across the Bonar Glacier to Colin 
Todd hut. Option to camp on the glacier 
depending on conditions. 
 
A small peak like Rolling Pin or Mt Bevan 
may be climbed in an effort to brush up on 
rope skills, self arrest, crampon skills and 
general movement on rock and ice. Final 
preparation for the big day. 
Summiting Mt Aspiring will usually take 
place on the day with the clearest, calmest 
weather, and most stable snow conditions. 
There are numerous ways to ascend 
depending on the time of year. Typically, the 
‘Ramp’ route on the NW ridge is used early in 
the season (Sept – Dec) when it’s covered in  
 

snow, and then later in the season a variation 
on the NW Ridge to Shipowner Ridge is 
used. 
 

 
 
Climbers Descending the North West 
Ridge of Mt Aspiring, late summer 

  
Egress is possible via Bevan Col or 
Quarterdeck pass to French Ridge. Each 
one requires 10-14 hours of travel 
transitioning through typical New Zealand 
mountain terrain from glacier, to rock 
scramble to scrub and valley. Lodging at 
French Ridge hut, Aspiring hut or overnight 
camp may be necessary to break up the  
challenging walk out. 

 
 French Ridge Hut
 



 
Mt Aspiring (3033m) Walk in & walk out itinerary (7 days) 

$6650 NZD  Southwest Ridge (Grade NZ 3+) 
 

 
Mt Aspiring Sunset Southwest Ridge and South Face 

 
On the first day, meet at base, prepare 
equipment and discuss objectives and 
weather. Make final purchases before driving 
to Raspberry Creek Car park in the West 
Matukituki Valley. Camp in the valley at the 
base of French Ridge or the head of the 
Matukituki valley. 
 
Ascend through alpine forest and scrub to 
the Bonar Glacier either via Quarterdeck 
Pass, the Breakaway, or Bevan Col. Set up 
camp on Shipowner Ridge or near the base 
of the Southwest Ridge depending on our 
objective. Overnight at Colin Todd hut is also 
possible, especially if a storm is forecast. A 
small peak like Rolling Pin or Mt Bevan may 
be climbed in an effort to brush up on rope 
skills, self arrest, crampon skills and general 
movement on rock and ice. 
 
 
Summiting Mt Aspiring will usually take place 
on the day with the clearest, calmest 
weather, and most stable snow conditions. 
There are numerous ways to ascend 
depending on the time of year. Typically, the 
‘Ramp’ route on the NW ridge is used early in 
the season (Sept – Dec) when it’s covered in 
snow, and then later in the season a variation 
on the NW Ridge to Shipowner Ridge is 
used. 
Egress is possible via Bevan Col or 

Quarterdeck pass to French Ridge. Each one 
requires 10-14 hours of travel transitioning 
through typical New Zealand mountain 
terrain from glacier, to rock scramble to 
scrub and valley. Lodging at French Ridge 
hut, Aspiring hut or overnight camp may be 
necessary to break up the challenging walk 
out. 
 
Fly out options can be arranged on the spot 
and helicopter flights can be shared with 
other parties in order to greatly reduce the 
cost. Shuttle back to Wanaka. 
 
 

 
Climbing out of the Couloir on the 
Southwest Ridge 



 
Mt Aspiring Northwest Ridge in late Summer 
 
  
 
 

What’s Included 
 

 
 

Includes: 
 

All technical equipment, guiding fees, all ground transport fees, accommodation, all trip food and 
energy snacks (organic, spray free, GMO free, homegrown and home baked where possible), 
National Park concession fees. 
I am happy to cater to your food requirements in order to ensure you are properly fueled for your 
adventure. There are no extra charges for vegetarian, vegan, gluten free, dairy free or any other 
special dietary requirements. 
First Aid Kit, Satellite Phone, PLB (Personal Locator Beacon). 
 

 
 

Not included: 
 

Helicopter access costs, personal clothing, mountaineering boots. 
 
 
 

info@firstlightguiding.com	


